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This fine Regency townhouse is the pedimented centrepiece 
to the grand southern terrace of houses that form 
Wilmington Square in Clerkenwell. Grade II-listed and set 
in Islington’s New River conservation area, Wilmington 
Square is one of the earliest developments in the area and is 
regarded as one of its most important historic squares. A 
rare complete single-dwelling on the south terrace, this five-
bedroom home of some 3,000 sq ft has been beautifully 
preserved; almost all original features are still in place, 
including plaster cornicing and fenestration, along with 
carefully reproduced slate chimneypieces. Incredibly 
peaceful for such a central location, the house looks directly 
out to the verdant garden square in front and has a 
delightful south-facing courtyard garden to the rear.
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Setting the Scene
Spa Fields – the immediate area Wilmington Square lies 
within – was owned by the Marquess of Northampton; the 
square was named after his country estate in Sussex and 
subsidiary title Baron Wilmington. Consisting from the 
Middle Ages onwards of pleasure grounds, spas and open 
fields, the area had seen a number of great assemblies in 
support of significant moments in the history of English 
popular radicalism. Eventually in the early 1800s the fields 
yielded to the speculative post-war development of airy 
estates, including Wilmington, Myddleton and 
Northampton squares. Built between 1819 and 1831, 
Wilmington Square was one of London’s first post-
Waterloo residential developments, with the grander south 
terrace completed in 1824 by John Wilson, master builder 
for Lord Compton and the Spa Fields Estate.

The central gardens of Wilmington Square were reserved 
for the exclusive use of residents when the houses were 
built. They are laid out on a D-plan, with the flat side to the 
north. The square was given to the public in 1885 and 
reopened with a new layout, designed by the noted garden 
designer Fanny Wilkinson – responsible for similar 
important squares throughout London at that time. 
Children were not admitted without an adult initially, 
though that happily changed in the early 20th century.

The Grand Tour
As the central house within the square’s grand stuccoed 
south terrace, the home is set back from the pavement 
behind spearhead railings with urn finials. Five storeys high 
and three bays wide, the home’s main elevation has 
channelled stucco at the ground and basement levels, and is 
left unrendered with London stock brick at the upper levels. 
Box sash windows punctuate the façade, with elegant 
roundhead radial sashes at the ground and first storeys and 
a Juliet balcony with a decorative cast-iron balustrade along 
the piano nobile. A Welsh slate roof with pedimented 
parapet wall crowns the house, with a stucco cornice line 
and further sill band resting on the levels below.

Portland stone steps lead to the main raised-ground 
entrance, with a separate gated entrance and further steps 
leading to the lower-ground floor and service entrance 
below. The main entrance has a doorcase with fluted 
column jambs carrying a cornice head and fanlight above; 
within is the original panelled front door, painted sky blue.
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The entrance hall has original Georgian pine floorboards – a 
feature throughout most of the upper storeys – and the 
rasied ground, first and second floors are warmed by 
underfloor heating. Exceptional plaster cornicing features 
here and throughout all the home’s principal rooms; all 
meticulously restored by plaster specialists as part of the 
home’s extensive restoration. Doorcases are characterised 
by detailed architraves and bullseye corner blocks, and inset 
with six-panel doors in the original Georgian style.

An elegant bipartite reception room is set to the front of the 
plan, with shuttered windows at both north and south 
aspects flooding the room with light. Companion slate 
chimneypieces in a bullseye design (a thoughtful nod to the 
preexisting joinery) are fitted in both rooms. The kitchen 
and breakfast area are set to the rear of the plan and have 
recently installed contemporary cabinetry and Siemens 
appliances. From here, French windows provide access to a 
charming south-facing courtyard garden.

The lower-ground floor has remarkably high ceilings for the 
period, allowing for an excellent feeling of space. This floor 
has a guest bedroom and shower room to the rear, and an 
informal family room to the front, with exceptional light 
from the spacious lower-ground lightwell to the front of the 
house. There is also a utility area-cum-boot room, with 
exterior access to the lightwell, where steps ascend to street 
level.

Additionally there is a wine cellar in one vault set under the 
pavement, and a further very spacious vault with exterior 
access from the lightwell, currently housing the plant room, 
a workshop and extra storage space. The lightwell also 
conveniently has an EV power point, for street-side electric 
vehicle charging.

The first floor’s bipartite drawing room is arguably the finest 
room in the house, its tall ceilings framed by excellent 
plaster cornice. It also has slate bullseye chimneypieces and 
a trio of tall shuttered roundhead windows framing views to 
the garden square beyond, and with an additional sash 
window set to the rear. Also on this floor, set off the 
stairwell, is a bright and private study.
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The second floor is home to the principal bedroom suite, 
with sleeping quarters overlooking the square’s treetops and 
an en suite bathroom set to the rear; a walk-in wardrobe lies 
within its own space, just off the stairwell to the rear. The 
uppermost storey has three further bedrooms, a spacious 
bathroom and excellent storage set in the loft space above.

The Great Outdoors
In addition to the communal garden square to the front of 
the house, the home has its own south-facing private 
courtyard garden, which opens from the kitchen to provide 
the perfect additional outdoor seating area. The garden has 
a pretty camelia tree and roses, with space for further potted 
shrubs and flowers if desired.

Out and About
Wilmington Square is brilliantly located, equidistant from 
Islington and King’s Cross to the north and Clerkenwell 
Road to the south. It is on the periphery of an area 
renowned as a hub for the creative, design and tech 
industries, and for the quality and variety of its bars and 
restaurants.

Exmouth Market is a minute’s walk away, with firm local 
favourite restaurant Moro among the original inhabitants of 
the street. Amwell Street is also conveniently close by, home 
to further purveyors. St Paul’s Cathedral, Smithfield 
Market and the City are within walking distance to the 
south, as is the Barbican Centre, with its world-class 
cultural programme of cinema, music, theatre, talks and 
exhibitions.

With its proximity to the City, Wilmington Square is 
exceptionally well connected by public transport, both bus 
and rail. The 19 and 38 buses provide easy access to the 
West End, Mayfair and St James’s. Angel and Chancery 
Lane underground stations are less than 10 minutes’ walk 
away and close by Farringdon, Kings Cross and St Pancras 
stations provide quick access to further locations across 
London and the UK including Heathrow, with journey 
times to main terminals from Farringdon approximately 30 
minutes.

Council Tax Band: H
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About
Inigo is an estate agency that specialises in selling 
marvellous historic homes, believing that a beautiful home is 
a pleasure that never ages. We connect discerning 
individuals with extraordinary spaces, no matter the price or 
provenance. Covering urban and rural locations across 
Britain, our team combines proven experience selling 
distinctive homes with design and architectural expertise.

+44 (0)20 3687 3071 — inigo.com — hello@inigo.com

https://inigo.com/
https://inigo.com/
mailto:hello@inigo.com

