
Tanyard
G R E A T  E L L I N G H A M ,  N O R F O L K

£ 6 7 5 , 0 0 0  F R E E H O L D

On the edge of the rural hamlet of Great Ellingham, 
Norfolk, lies this Grade II-listed, 17th-century house, 
painted a picturesque yellow hue. Its rendered façade is 
topped with a thatched roof – a postcard-pretty scene – 
while its interiors are pared-back and elegant, sitting 
comfortably against the original timber frame and exposed 
brickwork. The house is surrounded by a cottage garden 
planted with hollyhocks, roses and wild grasses, along with 
tree-studded lawns that meld with the open countryside 
beyond. The village is a short five-minute drive from the 
house, while the market town of Wymondham is eight miles 
away.

Setting the Scene
Great Ellingham is a sought-after village in the heart of rural 
Norfolk, yet within striking distance of Norwich, 
Wymondham, Diss and Attleborough. The village has a 
wealth of period architecture, including its Grade II-listed, 
14th-century church, St James’.
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Tanyard was originally built as a hall house in the late 17th 
century, with traditional timber-framed construction, wattle 
and daub infill, and a thatched roof. The main range of the 
house connects to a later extension with a traditional pantile 
roof. In recent years, the house has been thoughtfully 
restored to celebrate its vernacular character and the fabric 
of the building is replete with a mix of original and patch-
repaired oak and elm floorboards, pamment tiles and 
exposed oak posts, braces and beams.

The Grand Tour
The house is approached from a winding driveway, its 
welcoming façade peering through mature trees and leafy 
borders.

Entry is to a welcoming hall on the ground floor, with the 
reception area unfolding immediately to the right. The 
interiors are defined by an earthy, refined palette, offering a 
natural complement to the original fabric of the house, 
formed of raw textures and exposed architectural features.

At its crux lies the atmospheric dining hall, with exposed 
timber and pamment-tiled flooring lending character and 
warmth. The room can accommodate a large dining table 
and seamlessly connects to the garden via a lateral door – 
perfect for hosting intimate dinners and larger gatherings 
alike. The inglenook fireplace is fitted with a wood-burning 
stove.

Inviting and quiet, the neighbouring sitting room mirrors 
the layout of the dining hall, with soft paints on its walls and 
stripped-back floorboards. Dual-aspect with south-east and 
south-west-facing orientations, the room is bathed in natural 
light throughout the day. A further inglenook fireplace with 
a log-burning stove invites rest and relaxed entertaining. 
Both rooms have direct access to a generous storage 
cupboard. The adjoining entrance/side hall is a quiet and 
private spot, ideal for working or reading.
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Brimming with character, the kitchen is anchored by a black 
electric Aga set within the former chimney breast. 
Farmhouse units are topped with aged wooden 
countertops, with plenty of cabinets and open shelving. A 
charming window above the Belfast sink offers leafy 
glimpses of the garden. Integrated appliances include a five-
ring gas hob by DeLonghi and a Miele dishwasher. A door 
opens onto the garden, giving way to the outdoor dining 
area. Next door, the spacious utility room houses an ancient 
stone sink salvaged from the original farm and additional 
built-in storage space, and is conveniently equipped with a 
large Haier american style fridge-freezer. There is plumbing 
and space for a washing machine and dryer.

Accessible from the reception area is a double-aspect 
bedroom, equally suited to serve as a snug or study, with a 
limewashed timber frame and exposed brick floors. A 
modern bathroom also on this level has exposed beams and 
brick flooring, along with a panelled bathtub, vanity wash 
basin and dark-toned cupboards.

Two staircases provide access to the upper-level sleeping 
quarters. There are three bedrooms on the first floor, all 
with soothing, neutral palettes and exposed wood 
floorboards. Generously sized and central to the plan, the 
principal bedroom is set beneath a white-washed pitched 
roof and beams. Casement windows on two aspects take in 
tranquil views of the garden and fields. A ladder leads to an 
en suite bathroom, nestled beneath a pitched roof and 
finished with dark green tones. It is fitted with a 
freestanding copper bath with a brushed nickel finish and a 
matching sink. There are two more spacious bedrooms on 
this floor.

Accessed from only one of the staircases, the bright east-
facing attic/den offers further space for storage.

The Great Outdoors
Set across approximately a quarter of an acre, the gardens 
wrap around the house, with expansive grassy lawns and 
established cherry, walnut, plum, and field maple trees. The 
garden is bordered by mature shrubs and trees offering 
privacy and quiet.
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The kitchen and dining room open to a south-facing patio, 
surrounded by a kitchen garden of vegetable beds brimming 
with courgettes, fennel, salads and fragrant herbs; there is 
also a greenhouse here, currently used for young tomatoes, 
baby herbs and fledgling plants. On the other side of the 
house is a glorious mulberry tree and a parterre garden of 
neatly trimmed box hedging, flowering plants and 
grasses that create a welcoming first impression.

There is also a prolific orchard, with several well-established 
apple trees.

There is a gravelled driveway with space for parking several 
cars.

Out and About
Tanyard is in a wonderful position on the edge of Great 
Ellingham. A small village in the heart of rural Norfolk, it 
has a lovely, homely pub, The Crown, which is a terrific 
spot for ale and good food. A short 15-minute walk from the 
house, Pilates Habit offers private and group Reformer 
classes.

The local market town of Wymondham, eight miles east, 
hosts weekly markets and a particularly popular farmers’ 
market each month. The town is handy for everyday needs 
and is brilliant for browsing around a string of independent 
shops.

Norwich, around 20 minutes’ drive away, is a thriving small 
city with diverse cultural, dining and shopping 
opportunities. The Lanes, a series of medieval streets in the 
city centre, was a winner of the Great British High Street of 
the Year Award. Acclaimed chef Richard Bainbridge runs 
Benedicts, and steakhouse Brix and Bones has an eclectic 
seasonal menu.

The nearby market towns of Diss and Attleborough have a 
wide range of independent shops. Bury St Edmunds is also 
close by; here, the Ickworth Estate and Theatre Royal – the 
only surviving Regency playhouse in Britain – are well 
worth a visit.

Slightly further afield are the Wyken Vineyards with its 
Leaping Hare restaurant and excellent farmers’ market. The 
Norfolk and Suffolk coastlines are easily accessible within 
an hour, and the historic city of Cambridge lies 50 miles to 
the south-west.
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There is a state-run primary school in Great Ellingham, 
with secondary options – including Wymondham, a state-
run boarding school – in neighbouring towns and villages. 
There are privately run options in Norwich.

Diss station, around a 30-minute drive away, runs train 
services to London Liverpool Street in around 90 minutes. 
Wymondham station is a 14-minute drive away and runs 
services to Norwich in under 15 minutes. The A11 is within 
easy reach for the M11 towards London.

Council Tax Band: E
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About
Inigo is an estate agency that specialises in selling 
marvellous historic homes, believing that a beautiful home is 
a pleasure that never ages. We connect discerning 
individuals with extraordinary spaces, no matter the price or 
provenance. Covering urban and rural locations across 
Britain, our team combines proven experience selling 
distinctive homes with design and architectural expertise.
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