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Light is amplified by the white-painted walls of this cleverly
renovated Grade II-listed apartment in Chelsea. It unfolds
across the top two storeys of a handsome stucco and stock
brick Georgian townhouse, with two bedrooms and a
generous open-plan living space. No detail has been
overlooked in its reimagining, resulting in a set of pristinely
finished rooms. Sited on Sydney Street, the apartment is
close to South Kensington station for Underground
connections across London.

Setting the Scene

"T'his apartment is on Sydney Street, which is made up of
two-bay units with stuccoed ground floors below brick
facades. The houses were largely built in the early 19th
century; among its first residents were tradesmen, artists
and schoolmasters. St Luke’s Church, one of the most
striking neo-Gothic churches in L.ondon, lies on the street
and was the site of Charles Dickens’ marriage to Catherine
Thomson Hogarth in 1836. Today the church presides over
attractive gardens and a well-used playground.
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"T'he stretch of terraced homes on the street share a smartly
dressed finish, some adorned with giant pilasters, additional
storeys and a pediment at the centre of each row. A transom
light frames this particular building’s front door, which has
been painted a sky blue shade. Entry is to a well-maintained
communal space, with stairs up to this home’s second-floor
entrance. The apartment has been thoroughly refinished by
its current owners, who have also added new electrics and
plumbing.

The Grand Tour

A hallway unfolds behind the apartment’s front door, with a
handy cupboard on one side. A short run of steps ascends to
the open-plan living space; oak floorboards ground here,
while walls and cornicing have been white-washed with
‘Elephant’s Breath’ from Farrow and Ball.

"There is a flexibility to the space; presently, a sitting area is
arranged in the light that enters through two sash windows.
White cast-iron fireplaces have been fitted throughout,
seamlessly blending into the overarching scheme. Built-in
banquette seating is adjacent, configured in front of a pair of
mirrored alcoves that enhance the room’s luminosity.

"The kitchen opens out onto this space, with a seamless
Greek Pentelikon marble countertop that cleverly envelops
the cabinetry. Appliances have been integrated and are from
Bosch and Smeg. An especially wide butler’s sink has been
placed beneath the window, which frames views over the
neighbouring rooftops.

From the hallway, stairs lead to the upper landing, where
built-in cupboards - finished in the apartment’s trademark
white - provide plenty of storage space.

"The main bedroom is at the rear and is particularly
generous. T'win three-over-three sash windows punctuate
walls painted in ‘Setting Plaster’ from Farrow and Ball, a
colour that extends up to the intricate cornicing that wraps
around the room. A luxurious roll-top bath has been placed
in front of one of the windows, next to a sophisticated vanity
with an arched mirror fitted to the alcove. A fireplace has
been added on one wall, while a bank of bespoke wardrobes
have been added opposite. The room has been fitted with
an air-conditioning unit that provides an optimal
temperature year-round.
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"T'he second bedroom is at the rear; as with the principal, it
has built-in storage fitted into the alcove. Its walls are
painted ‘Pale Powder’ also by Farrow and Ball - a mint
green shade echoed in the impeccably designed shared
bathroom. Kit-kat tiles line much of the walls here, and
there is a large walk-in shower with nickel fittings from
Burlington. A skylight above pours light into the space.

Out and About

Sydney Street runs between South Kensington and
Chelsea’s King's Road. The former is known for its
illustrious museum scene, with the so-termed

‘Albertopolis’ (the name given to Exhibition Road) home to
the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Science Museum and
the Natural History Museum. The area is also the site of the
Royal Albert Hall, which runs an exciting and varied year-
round programme of events. The National Trust-managed
Carlyle House is also easily reached, as is the Saatchi
Gallery.

The King’s Road is to the south of Sydney Street; first built
in 1694, it was intended as a private route for Charles II to
travel between Hampton Court and Kew. The area is
perhaps even better known for its roles in 20th-century
fashion design, from Mary Quant in the 1960s to Vivienne
Westwood in the 1970s. Today, it is known for its high-end
boutiques, restaurants and cafés.

‘Weve written more about Chelsea and Pimlico Road in our
Almanac.

Sloane Square and the Royal Court Theatre are close by,
along with Battersea Park and Chelsea Physic Garden. The
RHS Chelsea Flower Show is held annually in the grounds
of the nearby Royal Hospital Chelsea on the Chelsea
Embankment.

"There are plenty of charming green spaces within casy
reach; among these is the Grade II-listed St Luke’s, which
was first laid out as a recreation ground in the 20th century.
"The River Thames and its footpath are a short distance
south, while the expansive Hyde Park lies north.

Five minutes away on foot, South Kensington (Piccadilly,
Circle and District lines) is the closest station to the house.
There are also plenty of local bus routes, as well as good
road connections via the A4.
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Tenure: Share of freechold

Lease Length: Approx. 998 years remaining
Service Charge: Approx. £3000 per annum.
Ground Rent: Peppercorn.

Council Tax Band: G
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About

Inigo is an estate agency that specialises in selling
marvellous historic homes, believing that a beautiful home is
a pleasure that never ages. We connect discerning
individuals with extraordinary spaces, no matter the price or
provenance. Covering urban and rural locations across
Britain, our team combines proven experience selling
distinctive homes with design and architectural expertise.
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