
Hope Haven
C H A R I N G ,  K E N T

£ 5 7 5 , 0 0 0  F R E E H O L D

Venerable oak beams lend a dignified texture to the rooms 
of this Grade II-listed house in Charing, Kent, a village that 
stands on the medieval Pilgrims’ Way to Canterbury. The 
house unfolds over three storeys, with a set of comfortable 
living areas, peaceful bedrooms and atmospheric top-floor 
attic rooms. Outside, is an exquisitely planted cottage 
garden filled with colour, texture and scent, which also 
contains a versatile home office or studio. The house is well-
placed for daily amenities and is a short walk from the 
railway station, which runs services to St Pancras and 
London Victoria.

Setting the Scene
Hope Haven is situated on the village high street with its 
pretty mixture of timber-framed dwellings and traditional 
cottages. Around the corner is the market place, overlooked 
by a 13th-century church and the remains of the medieval 
Archbishop’s Palace, and which leads onto the beautiful 
Clewards Meadow, Charing’s village green, where summer 
fairs are held.
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Part of the house dates to the late 15th century, with a 16th-
century addition. It was originally constructed as a Wealden 
hall, a remarkable vernacular form synonymous with Kent 
and Sussex. Its façade is of weatherboard washed with 
Farrow and Ball’s ‘Pavilion Grey’, accentuated by front door 
and windows in darker grey ‘Plummett’. At the rear, a red 
hung tile exterior represents another of Kent’s traditional 
architectural materials.

The Grand Tour
The front door opens to a lobby with a stained-glass 
window. There is plenty of space here to hang coats and 
jackets, and to stow shoes and wellies.

A second door leads into a generous living room with wide 
oak floorboards underfoot. Bookshelves line one side, 
behind a historically important dais beam; an inscription 
gets a mention in Nikolaus Pevsner’s esteemed ‘Buildings of 
England’ series. A bay window at the front draws in natural 
light; opposite, the original brick fireplace has been fitted 
with a cosy wood-burning stove.

Behind lies a dining room, a beautiful space set beneath a 
nest of beams with a fine inglenook fireplace housing 
another wood-burning stove. A glass-paned door at its far 
end opens to the garden beyond.

On the right, a short hallway guides towards the kitchen, 
passing a cupboard housing the central heating boiler, and 
smart shower room en-route.

In the kitchen, plenty of storage and preparation space is 
provided by farmhouse-style units in Farrow and Ball’s 
‘Purbeck Stone’ and quartz countertops. There is a black 
Rangemaster, and a double butler’s sink is perfectly placed 
beneath a window that peers into the garden. From the 
kitchen, a stable door grants easy passage to the outdoors – 
an arrangement especially convenient for long summer 
lunches.

Concealed behind an original door, a staircase winds up 
from the dining room. At the top of the stairs, a door leads 
into a room formed from the upper storey of the Wealden 
hall, with its remarkable beamed end wall and high ceiling, 
and lattice-paned window.
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Up two more steps is a landing, along with the two main 
bedrooms. The principal bedroom lies at the rear, with a 
handsome former fireplace on one side and a sash window 
overlooking the garden. A smart en suite shower room lies 
adjacent, set beneath a skylight-studded sloping ceiling.

Another serene large bedroom sits at the front, with a walk-
in storage cupboard and a small door that communicates 
with the Wealden hall room.

On the top floor is the fourth bedroom, along with a large 
attic room. Both are set beneath the dramatic pitch of the 
roof and have walk-in cupboards.

The Great Outdoors
With a riotous range of plantings, the cottage garden at the 
back of the house faces south-east and receives a beautiful 
day-long light. It is sheltered along one side by a 
magnificent brick wall supporting an equally magnificent 
Californian lilac. Magnolias and peonies thrive alongside 
rambling roses and clematis, which climb over a shady 
pergola at the far end.

A brick-laid patio abuts a weatherboard-clad garden room 
apt for use as an office, gym or artist’s studio, and a beautiful 
sandstone basin flows with water creating a soothing sound 
over the whole garden.

Out and About
Charing High Street is home to a family-run butcher, an 
excellent convenience store, and a cosy wine bar, which has 
an extensive wine list and also serves real ales. Charing farm 
shop is around the corner on Ashford Road. Other 
amenities in the village include a GP surgery and a 
pharmacy.

The village sits at the foot of the North Downs in vast 
swathes of beautiful rolling landscape, with many walking 
and cycling routes immediately accessible from the house, 
amongst which is a delightful walk to The Plough Inn at 
Stalisfield, with its award-winning food and real ales.

In recent years, Kent has become known for its wonderful 
vineyards; one such example, Westwell, lies just a mile from 
the house. There are also several beautiful houses and 
gardens nearby, including the unparalleled Sissinghurst 
Castle and Gardens. Folkestone is a half-hour drive away 
and has excellent restaurants and a popular stretch of beach.
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Charing has a highly rated primary school. Private and 
exceptional state secondary options can be found in nearby 
Ashford and Cranbrook.

A six-minute walk away, Charing station runs direct services 
to London Victoria in 90 minutes. A fast service connects at 
Ashford International and takes under an hour.

Council Tax Band: D
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About
Inigo is an estate agency that specialises in selling 
marvellous historic homes, believing that a beautiful home is 
a pleasure that never ages. We connect discerning 
individuals with extraordinary spaces, no matter the price or 
provenance. Covering urban and rural locations across 
Britain, our team combines proven experience selling 
distinctive homes with design and architectural expertise.
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