High Street

TOFT, CAMBRIDGESHIRE
£1,625,000 FREEHOLD

"This fine Grade II-listed house sits in the peaceful village of
Toft, Cambridgeshire. Although originally built in 1640, a
series of later additions has resulted in an expansive
footprint spanning some 3,025 sq ft. There are four generous
double bedrooms in the main body of the house, while a
further two are found in an attached cottage. A garden of
around 1.6 acres bookends the house front and back, with
sprawling flowerbeds, woodlands, a kitchen garden and
orchards. Cambridge is a 15-minute drive away, and nearby
Royston station provides regular services to LLondon King’s
Cross in approximately 40 minutes.

Setting the Scene

An uncommon building, resulting from its eclectic
combination of styles and periods, the house is thought to
have once been occupied by a series of dwellings. The
central part dates from the mid-17th century, while later
additions adjoined from the early 18oos, with the east wing
believed to have once been home to a local milliner.
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Period features remain in situ, telling the multilayered story
of this home's past, from exposed timbers, inglenook
fireplaces, and crafted casement windows. The grounds also
reverberate with a sense of history, with a clever garden
room layout and ancient trees, including one of Toft's oldest
trees, a 5oo-year-old oak.

The Grand Tour

A private gravelled driveway is set back from the street and
leads to a pretty gabled front porch that forms the everyday
entrance to the house.

Immediately inside is a bright kitchen with runs of
woodblock counters atop cream cabinetry. A two-oven oil-
fired Aga is tucked in an alcove with duck-egg blue and ecru
tiles. There is plenty of space for a large kitchen table here,
and to the rear is a handy back-kitchen area.

Beyond lies the large dining room with its exposed brick
plinth, wealth of original timbers, cosy fire and pair of
window seats - a perfect perch to peruse the multi-hued
flower beds in the garden. Alongside is a sunroom, where a
glazed roof draws in an uplifting light and French doors
open to a terrace. A utility room adjoins the sun room.

"The dining room flows into a particularly generous and
impressive sitting room, with elm timbers and expressive
detailing. There is generous space to huddle around the
impressive inglenook on a winter's evening, or relax in front
of the secondary fireplace.

The house then flows east, into a more formal entrance hall.
Alovely spot to welcome guests, it has an adjacent large
cloak cupboard and WC. The study completes the ground
floor plan and affords a wonderfully quiet retreat with a
lovely cast-iron fireplace and an abundance of built-in
bookshelves.

The first floor can be accessed via two staircases: one
ascends from the entrance hall, while the other is within the
kitchen.

In the principal bedroom, a dramatic vaulted ceiling with
roof timbers exposed amplifies the capacious and lofty
ambiance. The dormer and below wall plate Yorkshire
sashes afford both long and low glimpses of the surrounding
leafy treetops.
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There are three further bedrooms on this floor, as well as an
additional room that could be used as an office or dressing
room. Two shared bathrooms complete the layout, both
with a bathtub and one with a separate shower.

An annexed cottage has a private entrance and courtyard.
There is a sitting room, a kitchen, and a study/bedroom
with an en suite bathroom. The main bedroom and
bathroom occupy the first floor.

The Great Outdoors

"The house sits within around 1.6 acres of verdant cottage
gardens, all bordered with mature hedging. A west-facing
sun terrace next to the sunroom provides opportunities for
outdoor dining and entertaining, while a carefully
maintained lawn extends toward the rear.

A detached double garage lies centrally; unfolding beyond a
maze of paths leads to a fragrant rose garden, highly
productive vegetable patches, an orchard brimming with
apple, cherry, and apricot trees and a large, tranquil pond,
home to ducks and moorhens.

A glade and well-established wooded area establish the
western boundary, dotted with willows and spring bulbs.

Out and About

"The house sits within a conservation area in Toft, a pretty
village on the outskirts of Cambridge. It has a village shop
and post office, two churches and a village hall with a lively
programme of events. Nearby Burwash Manor is a lovely
spot for a coffee and for browsing independent shops,
including a deli, butchers and wine shop.

Historic Granchester, around a 1o minute drive away, is
well known for its pubs and affords an array of dining spots.
These include The Granchester Green Man and The Blue
Ball Inn. offering delicious Sunday roasts - perfect fare after
astroll by the River Cam through Granchester Meadows as
it meanders into the city. The Plough in Coton, also has a
tasty menu and enticing garden surroundings.
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"There are ample opportunities to explore the surrounding
countryside; footpaths lead directly from the house to
Caledecote, Bourn and Hardwick Wood, a tranquil
medieval woodland home to tawny owls, red admirals and
willow warblers. In Spring both it and Eversden Wood
form carpets of bluebells. The magnificent Wimpole Estate
is within easy driving distance. Its r7th-century mansion is
surrounded by beautiful gardens and rolling farmland
populated by rare breeds of sheep and cattle. Cambridge
Meridian Golf Club is close by, as is Cambridge Country
Club with its golf course and spa.

Cambridge is a 15-minute drive away, or 20 minutes by bus.
Cycleways also lead from the village into the city. Its
striking historic architecture and world-class university
might have established the city's international reputation,
but newer additions have proven it to be a city perfectly
tuned for modern living. Food favourites

include Fitzbillies, The Garden Kitchenand Fancett’s, while
the exceptional house-gallery Kettle’s Yard is always worth a
visit. We've written more about our recommendations in
Cambridge in ourresidents' guide.

"T'he area is known for its excellent schooling options.
Comberton Village College, rated outstanding by Ofsted, is
a short cycle, or walk away, while there is a school bus from
"Toft to Meridian Primary. Many students transfer to Hills
Road, or Long Road Sixth Form College, both in
Cambridge, after CGSE's

Royston rail station is approximately a 20-minute drive from
the house and provides services to LLondon King's Cross
and St Pancras in around 40 minutes. The M1 is easily
accessible, and Stansted Airport is a 40-minute drive away.

Council Tax Band: House G / Cottage A
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About

Inigo is an estate agency that specialises in selling
marvellous historic homes, believing that a beautiful home is
a pleasure that never ages. We connect discerning
individuals with extraordinary spaces, no matter the price or
provenance. Covering urban and rural locations across
Britain, our team combines proven experience selling
distinctive homes with design and architectural expertise.
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